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Text (summary): 

When a health risk gets closer to home, healthcare professionals base their positions on vaccines more on
emotions and personal experiences than on scientific and analytical knowledge, according to a new study by the
School of Public Health at the University of Haifa.

“When the risk is remote it is easier for healthcare professionals to maintain a professional point of view as
representatives of the system. When their close environment is at risk, they behave similarly to the general public
and base their decisions on normative emotional barriers,” says Dr. Anat Gesser-Edelsburg from the School of
Public Health who carried out this study with Prof. Manfred Green and Nathan Walter.
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When a health risk gets closer to home, healthcare professionals base their positions on vaccines more on
emotions and personal experiences than on scientific and analytical knowledge, according to a new study by the
School of Public Health at the University of Haifa.

“When the risk is remote it is easier for healthcare professionals to maintain a professional point of view as
representatives of the system. When their close environment is at risk, they behave similarly to the general public
and base their decisions on normative emotional barriers,” says Dr. Anat Gesser-Edelsburg from the School of
Public Health who carried out this study with Prof. Manfred Green and Nathan Walter.
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